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When I think of 9-11 and imagine the light of nearly 3000 lives re-joining the Great Unknown, I envision 

all our eyes turned to the sky with the silent question: “Why?”   

My proposal for the memorial is dealing directly with these images. I see the memorial, as the 

installation integrated into landscaping and, at a distance un-distinguishable from the surrounding 

natural elements.  Only upon entering the circular paved area of the installation a viewer becomes 

aware of the luminous “eye” in the middle of it.    

The entire installation is 35’ diameter circle with rugged edges, where landscaping breaks the rigid 

geometry. The soft, organic forms at the perimeter of the installation are: trees, lawn and local 

boulders. The ground cover, ornamental grasses and shrubs grow in-between the stones. The seats are 

cut into the boulders. The paving stones are irregular and continue from the memorial area to connect 

with existing paths.  

The middle of the installation is composed of dramatically different materials. The main focus of the 

installation is the 8’diameter circle, filled with crushed glass crystals and lit by fiberoptic lights in 

clusters. The glass covering it will be approximately 3/8”thick tempered glass, which is safe to walk over, 

and is level with surrounding pavement. There will be one inch wide stainless steel frame around the 

glass. The granite pavers will be extending from the glass center to the natural stone and plantings at 

the edges.  

Where the granite and natural stone meet they will be cut in a way that the rugged edges of stones are 

forming irregular shapes protruding into granite, as costal line meets water. To play up this effect, some 

rough stones will be inserted in the field of granite, as islands.  

I am planning to have 3000 fiber optic lights in the center of the circle, symbolizing the casualties of the 

9-11 tragedy. The commemorative text, composed by the Memorial Committee members will be done 

in stainless steel letters integrated into black granite.  

Contrast between harsh materials, such as: glass, stainless steel and reflective black granite in the 

middle of the installation and soft, organic landscaping at the perimeter will evoke the emotional 

contrast between human tragedy and life continuing in spite of it. I hope that the proposed monument 

will be the place where the meditative and sobering thoughts are comingled with appreciation of light 

and beauty of nature.  

 

 


	elena text
	ElenaKalman-9 11Presentation-Small

