
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Newton 9/11 Memorial Park – studio2sustain and the Energy Necklace Project ™ 
 

For the 9/11 Memorial in Newton we want to create a place which at once honors our fallen and still 

looks forward. Life after 9/11 shifted. Sustainability moved forward in this country: we recognize that 
all actions have repercussions, are global, and that we must choose a path which can be sustained. 
This memorial park is a sustainable garden with teaching gardens and an Energy Necklace Sculpture. 
The park features eight teaching gardens, six feet in diameter, one for each victim from Newton. 
Each garden will house a different category of sustainable plantings, e.g.:  Wildflowers, Butterfly, 

Indigenous, Ground-covers, Perennials, No-Water Plants, Edible Flowers, Historic Garden. The gardens 
will be surrounded by bricks in radiating circles, like pebbles in a pond, their effect echoing out. These 
bricks will cover all areas around the gardens, making a meandering meditative path which is 
accessible. The bricks can be donor bricks with names and poetry. The gardens are intended to be 
community maintained and used as teaching gardens by schools and adults. A shed for community 

gardening tools has a roof sloping toward south for PV panels which will provide energy for lights and 
a pump for a water fountain and spigot. The face of the shed toward the garden is curved with 
vertical fir strip siding, and door(s) are on the sides, leaving a public face for a garden name in metal. 
Reclaimed tree stumps will loosely encircle the park for group or contemplative seating. 
Approximate total construction cost for park and all components (including sculpture, shed, etc):  $42,000 
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The Energy Sculpture, 
modern in form and 
material (stainless steel), 
references a family quilt, 
a flag, a Wailing Wall, 

and community. It is a 
place to leave or read a 
message, a poem, a 
name, a wish. The 
surface of the sculpture 
will be covered with 4" 

square "patches" placed 
on a perforated sheet 
which will allow it to 
evolve over time. The 
top of the wall will have 

4" PV squares which will 
migrate down to mix with 
laser cut metal, glass 
and ceramic “patches” 
made through 

community participation. 
The sculpture will 
generate enough 
energy to power LED 
lights in the center of 

each garden and on the 
sculpture, creating soft 
glowing light at night. 

 
 

 
The Energy Sculpture will be part of the Energy Necklace 
Project: a series of sculptures creating renewable energy, 
metaphorically linked across the globe, that inspire 
sustainable living. The sculpture and garden can be used 

with students in the Energy Necklace Education Project, a K-
12 curriculum which brings together art and science to 
teach students to think creatively and critically through a 
hands-on process. The ENEP is an innovative curriculum 
currently being piloted in some Newton schools. 

 
The Energy Necklace Project was created by studio2sustain. 
Architects Susan Israel and Kathryn Duff founded studio2sustain to 
make a meaningful contribution to sustainable living on our planet.  
We are based in Newton and New Bedford, MA.    View with shed 

View with Energy Sculpture  


